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FACETS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION

.

AN INTERVIEW WITH MR. JUSTICE YANG

I

Mr.JusticeYangisoneof thetwoChineseJusticesofAppealinHongKong.He
chairedthe famousMclennaninquiryandchairsthe DischargedPrisoner’s
Society.Heisa memberof theUPGC,whichhasofferedmuchhelptous.Heis
alsono strangerto LA, beingthestaunchestsupporter,especiallyof ourlegal
educationprojects.Earlierthisyear,JusticeYangwasawardedtheHonarary
Doctorof LawsdegreebytheChineseUniversity.

Mr. JusticeYangwasbornandeducatedin China.Aftergraduatingfrom
SoochowUniversityin 1949,he furtheredhisstudiesin UniversityCollege,
London,whichlaidthefoundationofhislegalcareerin theEnglishtradition.

Mr. JusticeYangreturnedto IlK in 1955.A yearlater,hebecamea MagisIrate.
MagisIrate.Askedaboutwhyhebecamea magistrate,hehonestlyconfessedthathe
wasnotquitemotivatedat first,buthebecameveryinterestedsoonafterWards.
A magistrate’swork,hetoldus,isexcftingbecauseIt providesa fertileground
forobservinghumannature.The obwasa worthwhileonebecauseonegotto
meetwithpeopleof a differentsocialbackgroundfromthatof mostlawyers.
It is no surprisetherefore,that JusticeYangshowsmuchconcernfor
communityservices.

Work of a judge

A judgefacesmanyproblemsin hisdailywork.Whenaskedhowonedeals
with boringsubmissionsbycounsels,JusticeYangmaintainsthatajudgemust
be patientandcourteoustowardsthem.He sayshe will try tohint—ourlot

shouldbearin mindpossible“hints”—butif thecounselremainsunaware.he
wouldlethimrambleon.JusticeYangbelievesthatsomesignificant.pointsmay
emergeat theendof a lengthysubmission,andit isnotin theinterestofjustice
tostiflecounsels’effortinpresentinghiscase.

Mother difficultyfor a judgeis hisneedto updatehislegalknowledge
despitean alreadytightschedulein court.A readingday(everyMonday)has

alleviatedthe problemto someextent.JusticeYangusuallytriesto brow.e
throughthe recentlaw reports.Nevertheless,ft will still be impossibleto

remembereverything.Hencea reminderby counselsisnecessarywhenevera

relevantcaseIscited.
JusticeYangmustalsofindtimeforhiscommunityinvolvements.Thismust

be doneon the basisthat It doesnot affecthisjudicialoffice1he said.He

believesthat theworkof a judgeisenhancedInsomewaysbysuchactivities

becausehe will findIt mucheasierto graspcomplicatedsocialissues,suchas

familyproblemsandjuveniledelinquency.
JusticeYangis opposedto theviewthata judgeusuallydecid:sa caseby

Instinctandthencomesupwithvariouslegalreasonstojusiifyhisdecision.A

judgewillonlyshapehisdecisiongraduallyastheargumentsproceedsbutthere

isalwaysa strongpossibilityof a changeof mindIf brilliantpointsarethrown

in at thelastminute.Thisapproachismoreconsonantwiththeconventional

adverserialsystemoflaw.
Whena judgmentisreserved,ajudgedoesnotnecessarilyresortto hisown

research.He approachestheproblemfromdifferentangles,in orderto fit a
meritoriouscaseto the law.Thisis wherea broadperspectiveandrichexperience

experiencecomein useful.in sodoing,a judgehastolivewithacaseof24hours
a daybecausehe hasto awaitnewinspirations.A judge’sworkiscertainly
nottento fourbusiness.

Roleofa Judge

JusticeYangbelievesthatajudgeoughtto ha’e“asenseofjustice”.Heshould

be courteousandhard-working.Hisjob isto decidebetweencompetingand

complicatedclaims.It isthereforebeneficialforhim to beopenmindedand

patientaswell.However,JusticeYangdoesnot thinkthatheneedsto bea

brilliantlawyer)thougIhemusthecompetentandbeabletoclarifycontentions

andmakeawisedecision.
JusticeYangisconvincedthata judgeshouldtakeaninterestincommunity

work.Thelawshouldneverbedivorcedfromsociety.Neithershouldajudgebe

outof touchwithitsmembers.However,thismustbebalancedagainsta need

toremainimpartial.
In orderto bea successfuljudge,one’swholephilosophyof lifecomesinto

play.Theremustbesympathytowardspeoplegenerally.In theauthors’view,
JusticeYangdoesnotbelieveinadidacticjudicialfigure.

“A personwhoknowsmuchlawmayonlyhealegaltechnician.Agood
lawyer,includingajudge,shouldhavea broadititerest,rangingfromart

to history.Moreso,hemustdevelopa broadperspectiveoflaw,andthe

morehumanistic,thebetter.”
A judge,accordingto JusticeYang,is neitherfurbiddento makelawnor

encouragedto dispense“Palmtreejustice”.Hisconceptof a judgeis best

summedupinaquotationhegaveus,
“No onereallydoubtsthat thecommonlawis a bodyof lawwhich

developsin proccssof timein responseto the developmentsof the

societyin whichit rules.Its movementmaynotbeperceptibleat any
distinctpointof time,norcanwealwayssayhowit getsfromonepoint
to another;but I donot thinkthat,forall that,weneedabandonthe

convictionof Galileothatsomehow,by somemeans,thereisa move-
mentthattakesplace.”

perLordRadcliffe,Lisrerv RomfordIce
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JusticeYangdiscussedsomereasonswhylawmakingis sogradual.Most

socialchangescomeandgoveryquickly.If thelawfollowstooclosely,it will

ebbandflowaccordingto society’sfast-changingmovements.Thiscanonlybe

doneat theexpenseof certaThty.Hence,a socialchangewillenterthejudicial

perspectivewhenit attainsa certaindegreeof permanence.Only thenwill

judgesattempttoruleinitsfavourinsteadof followingprecedents.
Nevertheless.it isinterestingto notethatsometimesthelegilatiiiemaylead

socialchanges.Theauthorsventureto suggest,for example,environmental

protectionlaws.However,thelegislaturemustbewaryof attemptingtolead

too far; otherwise,citizensmay vigorouslyopposethe proposals.A good

exampleIstheproposalsfordecriminalizinghomosexuality,whichthereserved

ChinesepublicIsstillreluctanttoaccept.

Adviceto lawstudents

A lot of practitionershavecomplainedaboutthe mannersof somelocal

magistrates.Theauthorsputthiscommentto Mr.JusticeYangandsoughthis

advice.He recognizedthatsomeof themagistratesmightberatherimpatient,
but lie saidtherewasno reasonto tearanybodyaslongasthecounselwas

wellprepared.
“Whetheror nothe isirritable,impatientorimpolite,[a magistrate]
stillhastodohisjob.”

A judgemayhint to thecounselthatheshouldstoppursuinga certainpoint.
Butif thecounselInsists,thejudgemuststillhearif notlistento.hisarguments
onit. Mr.Ju3ticeYangtoldusabouta casewherethejudgestoppedacounsel

admisthissubmissionandorderedhimto sit down.A juniorbarristerwould

havebeenpetrifiedin thatsituation.lnstcadof complyingwithhisLordship’s
order,heretortedto theeffectthathcwasnotgoingtositdownuntilhehad

finishedhissubmissionandthatthcjudgehadadutytolistentohiiii.
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of course,Me.latticeYangisnotencootaginglawyersto bedisobedient
oeto wastethecourt’stinssowithclearlyuntenableorgttmentu.Nevertheless,
If a counselInreatonublyconfidentof hispoints,heshouldpursuedespite
gestureuof disagreementfromthebeech.Ajudgewouldsoilchangehomind
at theverylassminute.It willbefoolishnottoptesnyotttcaseuntilthen.Afterall,

Afterall,acounselowesa muralobligationtohisclients.HecannotjuntgtveUpton
easily.

Apparently,“tlticlc-skinnednesu”is the key to uurvivalin court.Beudea
dsia,JusticeYanghadalsomentionedwvernltipslot theintendedlawyers.
First,It isnotnbaoletelyessentialtocarrymuchlawinthemindaslongasyou
lotawwhereto findthelawyouwant,andcanunderstandit quickly.Bothe
mustbea well-readperson.Second,a counselmustmasterthefactsofhiucase
beforehegoesto court.Iswillnotdoll hestillhasto teferto hisbriefevery
nowandthen.Forthetakeof clarity,heshoulddrawupa skeletonof his
tubmisulonsandfollowIt stsicdyin court.A counselcannotconfuseajudge
marethanbyjumpingfromonepointtonnotherhaphazardly.Third,donot
panicevenif therearea lot uf questionsftomthebench.Thejudgeisjust
layingto clearbinownmind.Sometimes,thejudgemaycomeup with
questionwhichyoushouldhe,batunfortunatelyarenotabletoanswer.The
enlythingyoucandoIs to seekanadjoummentandfindouttheansweras
nounaspossible.It is a hit embarassingbutremember:thlck.skinnedaiessis
the Freyto survivil.Anyway,a counselin thatpodtionwillhivenoomer
choice.

Lookinginto thefuture

F.asdy,JusticeYangmadeafewobses-valionsonthefuturejudicialsystem.
First,JusticeYangenvisagedthusthefutureFinalCourtof Appealwould

havethetankof interpretingtheBaaicLawandprotectingbasicrights.Wlsde
thatmuchhasnotbeenspeltoutinsheDraftAgteeinent,JusticeYanghavehis
rmasnforthinprediction:

“TheBasicLawwillbepartof the lawofHongKong,andthese-
fore,it shouldbeappliedbyalllocalcourtu.”

Theproblemthatheenvisogodrelatesto thecertaintyof theBasicLaw,If it’
Is left to beinterpretedby thelowercourts,thepomibilitythato different
InterpretatIonmightbefaeoumdbya highercoartinanothercasewillrender
theBasicLawratheruncertain.Onesolutionsuggestedby JusticeYaegisto
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confinethetaskto theFinalCourtof Appeal:wheneverandwhereveranissue

ontheBasicLawarises,it shouldbenulomaticallyremistedto theFinalCourt

ofAppealforitsmling.
Second,JusticeYangis convincedthat theate of ChineseIn mugistsstes

courtsshaaldbe practicable(thoughnot presentlyin pmcllcedespitethe

OfficialLanguagesOrdinance).Thereasoeisthatonecnnseldomfindacomplicated
complicatedlegalproblemin mspnctof whiclta lot of precedentshavetoberetorted

to or thenecemitytousetechnicallersna(comparethesituationin thehighea
courtswherethefrequentnmdto referto precedentsentallnthecontinueduse

of English).Nevertheless,thepresenceofalargenumberofoveraeaamagisimlea
makmit ratherinconvenienttointroduceChineseintotheircourts.AndJustice

Yanghasto ucknowledgethinpoint.HealsocommentedonIheproblemwith

localizationintheJudiciary:
“TheespesiencedandcompetentlawyersareunwillingtojointheJudiciary
becausetherenumemtiona notattractiveto them;thosewhoarewillingso

comearenotcompetentenough:’
Third,it hasrecentlybeensuggestedthattomeof theoverseasjudgeawould

ceaseto servethelocalJudiciaryafter1997.JusticeYangdidnotcommenton
thelikelihoodot this.tnstsoa,oegavetworeasonswhythosejudgesmight
continuetheirserviceshereinHongKong:

I. unlessthereisanychangein thestatusquooftheJudiciary(includingits
indopendence,thejudge’usecurityof tenureandcareeradeancementetc.),
thonejudgesshouldbewillingtocontinuetheirworkhere;

ii. it willbeanunprecedentedchallengeandaverymeaningfultaskinpreserving
preservinga commonlawsystemundera c000nun’utregime.Somejudgesmay
takeIt uponthemselvestoperformthishistoricalrole.

Fourth,JusticeYangwasrequestedtocommentonthedesirabilityofrecnaieing

recnaieingpreviouslegalofficersandCrownCounselsto the Judiciary,especially
whetherthinwouldaffecttheJudiciary’sienageofindependence.

“I. doo’tthick thiswill offecioar imageof independence.The
practicehasbeenadoptedforyearsandit appearsthatthepeople
areusedto it. It mightnot bea goodideawerethepracticefirst
introducednow,asit wouldpromptahotof negetiveapecalation,
bat thatinnotoarcase.It is betterto nelecta competentpernon
from the LegalDepartmentratherthanto forciblyelevateone
oatedeit whodcetnolqualify.”

,‘tlexandmLo
PercyNg

In orderto befullyqualifiedto practiseasabarristerinHongKong,onebusto
serve12monthspupitlage.Ftscticallyspeaking,It isadvisabletoservemostof
thepapittageinHaagKongnoat to familiarizeoneselfwithlocalconditionsor
evento geta hit of exposureto localsolicitors,althoughonecnnserveallor
partofit in13K.

Forthefirstnixmonthsthemainproblemgenerallyfucedbya pupilisthut
of finance.Thenormisthata pupilisnotpaid,somanywillhaveto takeup
somepart-thurjobsnotunlyto maintaintheir‘livelihood’batalsotogetsome
decentandproperattire.

Anotherureaofwhatmaybetermedasdemoralizationforsomeisthatone
mayat timesfeelpiata bit ‘higher’ontheladderthananofficeboy:doing
thephotocopyingwork,etc.Also,thechangeofidentityfrombeinga student
at thehighestlevelof nducatioeto a ‘nobody’in a groupof well-established
profemlonalsisratherhardtoadaptto,too.

Accordingto sheLegalPractitionersOrdinancea pupilIspermittedtohave
limitedpracticembjectto theapprovalof hiaorherpupil-masteror theBur
Cosnovittee.Strikinga balance,thatis,howto payequalattentionto one’s
owncasesandone’smaster’ncasesasapupilatortutostandonhisownfretand
preparehiscaseswhilestillunderpupillagu,isamajorhurdleaverwhichapupil
pmctisingIdasecondperiodof dx monthaof limitedpracticehanto climb.
Thepupilalsohantodecideforhinsnulfasheisabouttofinishpupiltagewhether
to setuphisownchamber,joinanothersetof chambersorbecometenantin
thetel ofchambersinwhichhetakespapillage.Thumostagrembtechoicewill
bethelastonesincetherearemanyadvsetsgesInjoininganestablishedset.

Auto thechoiceof pupil-masteroneshouldbearin mindthattheprimary
objectiveofservingpupillageInto prepareoneselffarfuturepracticeasabnrrintee,
bnrrintee,thus,It isadvisableantta goinfarasmeonewhoinveryseniorbecauwIt
ismoatlikelythatnomeoneof authcalibrewillprobablybeInvolvedInvery
‘specislimdor high-poweredwork—thetypeof workwhichonewigbemost
unlikelytopickupinthefirstfewyearsofpractice’asit ispreferabletochoose
nomeonewitha editedor generalpracticeof Sto tOyears’experienceorIf
onecan’tfmdanyonewitha minedpmcticethenonecanstytoservepapiltage

EDITORIAL

Theremastbe sn endto every- have conductedvarioutinterviews
thing,Sowenewpresentyouwiththis with selectedmembersof shelegal
isnueof theLawMndlawhichisthe professionin se attemptto present
lass‘oneto be composedby to you a compmhneslvepictureof
board,It hasalwaysbeenoarsincere It.
withto ietroducea greatervarietyof Indeed,it Iswithreluctancethatwe
toplmand to makethe newepupar leavnour job. Beatwitheato the
moreInformative,For thistame,we tuccmdlngbonedl

withtwopupa-masters—onewhohasa civilpracticeandanotherwitha ‘criminal
‘criminalpractice.

RegardingtheIdealtersnubetweenpapiandmasterisshouldbe‘somethingmorethana pupilundmusterrelstioaship’—itwouldbnmuchmorepreferableif thereisakindofemotionalattachmentbetweenthetwo.
Lastlycoocemiogpracticalexperiencein court,it is obviousthatwhether

onewanorlosesdependsonthemeritsofthatcasebutonewillgetaccustomed
to victoryanddefeutm timegoesby.However,it istrueto saythatjobsatisfaction
satisfactioncanbefoundonoccasionswhenonewinsasmething‘big’.Otherthnnoptingfoeprivatepractice,anotheroutletforanintendingbarrister
barristerwill be to becomea CrownCounselwhoworhafor the Prosecution
Oivttion,thelargestof theAG’schamberswhichisresponsibleforprosecutingcasesinthecrietinalcourtsasdtorepresenttheCrownincriminalsppeals.

Basicqualificationsto becominga CtownCounselatforalllawyersInvolvea
atrongdesireto workhard,awilllngnesotoliutentootherpeoplecoupledwitha
senseof fmrnemin humanttyandpsofesdonalintegrity.Practicaldifferences
betweena privatepractisingbarristeranda CrownCounselarenamelythat
otherthanhavingdifferent‘bosueu’,a privatepractitionerneednot proeea
pernon’sguiltheyonda reasonabledoubiasa CrownCounseldceufarcriminal
cuses.In seopectof thersteof remanesation,oneis basedoncontacttersos
whiletheotherdependson thenumberof caseshelakesover.Consequently,a CtownCounseldoesnotrequiretoomuch‘connections’withsolicitorswhich
maybeofparamountImpartancetoabarristerinprivatepmcticr.

BiatotherthantheabovetheworkIaasstimulatingandfulfilling.In effect,
beinga CrownCounselcanhavefruitfulconsequencesasthe postdemands
interactionwithpeopleof alljurisdictionsftamdifferentprcepectiveowhoace
givingdifferentIdeasaboutthenamething.

A noteworthynointisthatthepeospoctsof a CrownCaunselareattractive:
onecanbepromotedfromAosiatantPrincipalCC.to DeputyPCC. toDeputyCrownProsecutortoCrownProtenutotandfinallytoAG.

Anareawhichinhlghllghindto beratherfrustratingfora CrownCounselIsthstof understandingthesocialsettingandthewayshepoIseforcetltinkaand
operates.ThiniseapeclallytrueforexpatriateCrownCoanwlnwhoaremeetly
ontwo-yearcontractwiththeGoveremnat.

Needlessto nayasto allkindsof prafemionthereisa soursideof thefnnir
andtherepatinnceisthenameof thegameespeciallywhenfacedwithuninteresting
uninterestingJudgesandopponents.Thus,applicableto allpractitionersasouch‘while
youcanfightfightvigorouslybutfsltly,oneshotaldnvtislallowbsgparsonaBtienta gelinvolvedandthehallmarkof a aucceasfuladvocateis to talkclcillytoeachothee

Acknowiedgemeat:Mr.LoutsCban
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Whatistheworkinglifeof a practisingsolicitorinasmalllocalfirmlike?Fromthestandpointof a summerstudentwhospenttwomonthsin sucha firm,thefollowingaspectsareapparent.

Firstly,workinghoursarehighlyflexible.Theproprietormaybeinateight,andisusuallythefIrstin theofficeeachmorning.(‘Thisisdiscountingtheclean-
ing staff of course.)Of the assistantsolicitors,onegenerallywandersin at
aroundtenwhiletheotherisin moreorlesspunctuallywhenthereisnomom-
ingcourtappearancesrequired.Lunchoftenlastsfromnoonuntiltwofor the
assistantsolicitorsbut theproprietorpreferstowaituntilthelunch.timerushis
over.Thereis no tea.breakassuch,butasall thesolicitorsstrollaroundthe
officewith,variously,cupsof coffeeorsoda-wateratallhoursof theday,the
lossisnotfelt.Theoretically,theofficedayendsat five-thirty.Usually,theonly
signthat thissignificanttimehasarrivedistheassistantsolicitor’schange-overfromdrinkingcupsofcoffeetocansof beer.Whentheyactuallyleavetheoffice
isanyone’sguess.

Holidaysseemfairlyeasytocomeby.TripstoTaiwan,Macau,Americawere
wereall takenby thesolicitorsin thetwo monthstayI waswiththecompany.
Whetherthisisahang-overfromtheschool-daysdictumthatsummeristhetime
for fun, or whethersuchforaystakeplacethroughoutthe yearis difficult
formetosay.

Theworkhandledby thefIrmcoversa widerange.Thereisquitea lotof
litigationwork,bothcivilandcriminal,casesdealingwithvariousaspectsof
contract,someprobatework,somecompanywork,manydivorcecases,anda
limitedamountof workdealingwith property—mortgagesandrepossession.
Thereisalsoat leastonetrade-markcase.Thetwobanesof theproprietor’slife
in thisarea,isthelargenumberof LegalAidcasesacceptedbythefirm(because
thatkindof workdoesn’tpay),andthelackofconveyancingwork,whichisthe
mostlucrative.Thereis not muchspecialization.Theofficesystemseems
ratherhaphazard.Files,especiallytheLegalAidone,tendtogetpassedarounda

lot fromsolicitorto clerk,backto solicitor,etc.Thisin turnresultsin many
‘lost’filesandsecretariesaresentscurryingallovertheofficesearching.

Moneyandbillingisneverfarfromthesolicitors’mind.Themostimportant
thingeveryaspiringlawyershouldlearn,accordingto theproprietor,ishowto
bill clients.Thesecondmostimportantthing,incidentally,is howto make
mistakeswithoutanyoneelsefindingout.Andlong‘conversations’wereheld
onthesubject-matter.I wascarefullyinstructedontheecouomicsofrunninga
firmandgainedusefulinsightintothecostsofofficespace,staffsalaries,office
equipmentdepreciation,office expansion...Actualearningswere never
discussed,though.Buttheassistantsolicitors,likethosein manyothersmall
firmsin HongKong,arepaidcommissionon thebusinesstheybringto the
practice,apartfromsalaries.Variousadvantagesanddisadvantagesattachtothis
practice,whichisnotfollowedinthebigfirms.

Officefacilitiesweregood.Thismaybeattributabletothefactthatthefirm
hadrecentlymovedtonewoffices.Inanycase,thefirmisfullyequippedwitha
personalcomputer,whoseusewasoftenveryhotlycontestedandrefrigerator
whoseprimarypurposeseemedto bekeepingthebeeraridsodawatercold.
Facilitiesfor makinghot drinksis alsoavailableasis a telex,photocopying
machineandnumerousIBMtypewriters.Thereisalsoahighlycomplicatedtelephone
telephonesystemwhoseworkinghasnot,at thetimeI left,beenfullyplumbedby
thesolicitorsandwhosecostneverfailedtocasttheproprietorintogloom.

Finally,theatmospherewithinthefirmisveryinformalandcommunications
betweenstaffalwaysgood.Sogood,in factthatslangingmatchesoftentook
place:in Englishwhentheassistantsolicitordisagreedwiththeproprietorand
indelicatelanguagewasexchangedat top-of-the-voicevolume,andin Chinese
whenthesecretarytypedtoo slowlyfor thedictatingsolicitoror whenthe
solicitordictatedtooquicklyfor thetypingsecretary.In general,thelackof
formalityandtheeasytermsonwhicheveryonestoodwasstriking.

SandraFan

THE LiNK

In orderto qualifyfor admissionto practiseasa solicitorin HongKong,it is
necessaryfora holderof theBachelorof Lawsdegree(LL. B.)andthePost-
graduateCertificateIn Laws(P.CLL.)tocompleteatwoyearperiodofarticles.
Thepurposeof thisaritcieisto revealsomeof theproblemsfacinganarticled
clerk,whichallintendingsolicitorsshouldbearinmind.

Thefirstandforemostisthatonemayfindwhathehaslearnedin theUw
Schooldifferentfromwhatis requiredin practice.Quitea widerangeof law
is coveredin our syllabusandin consequent,eachareacannotbeexplored
in great.rdepth.However,In practice,rarelywillacasettiatmvoivessuchareas
astrustorjurisprudencearises.Ontheotherhand,onemayfindhisknowledge
in someotherareasnot thoroughenoughto dealwiththespecificsituation
whicha clientcomesupwith.Moreover,a lawstudentmaynotappreciatehow
significantit is for a practitionerto checktheclient’sfinancialpositionwhen
decidingwhetheror not to proceedwith thecase.Therefore,thetwoyear
periodot articlesisreallya trainingonthepracticalaspectof thediscipline.It
preparesalawgraduateforthelegalprofession.

On the otherhand,onecannotexpectthe trainingprovidedIn a firmof
solicitorsis assystematicasthatprovidedin theschool.A fIrmof solicitorsis
a businessInstituteandeveryonein It hashisownworkto do.Thus,it isimportant
importantfor an articledclerkto maintainagoodpersonalrelationshipwithhis
colleaguesin thefirm.Otherwise,noonemayteachyouanythingandit ishard
to settledown.In addition,onehasto fIt himselfintothesystemof thefirm
andgraspeveryopportunitytolearn.It Isalsosuggestedthatoneshouldreview
hispositionafterhavingbeenarticledto a firmforsixmonths.If thetraining
Isfoundtobenotusefulheshouldconsiderto bearticledtoanotherfirm.

Generallyspeaking,the workloadandthe mentalstrainis heavierfor an
articledclerkthana lawstudent.ForInstance,whereastudentmakesamistake,
it is at mosta matterof losingmarksin theexaminations.An articledclerk
owesa responsibilityto theclientanda mistake,howevertrivial,canleadto
seriousconsequences—hemaybe suedfor negligence.Therefore,anarticled
clerktakeseveryopportunitytorelaxandtakearest.

Despitetheheavyworkload,thegreatmentalstrainandthereLativelylow
salaryit ISsaidthatthereismuchenjoymentin thejob.Onewillprobablyguess
thatIt Is dueto thegoodprospectsof becominga solicitor.ThatIs,however,
onlypartof thereason.Indeedtherewasmuchjobsatisfactionaswell.

LawrencePeng

PEOPLE : Ms AGNES YUNG

Aswerushedby thediscussionroom,
hurryingourwayforaninterview,we
hearda voicecallingus.Weturned
round to fInd an unfamiliarface,
witha friendlysmileanda cupof tea
in herhand.ShewasMissAgnesYung,
wholaterconfessedthatshehasmade
the correctguessby virtueof her
sixthsense.It musthavebeenadvantageous
advantageousto be equippedwith such
intuition!Whoknows?

MissYungenteredHKU in 1975
whentheFacultywasstilltheDeparts
mentof Law.Shegraduatedfromthe
PCLLcoursein 1979.Followingher
articleshipshepractisedforthreeand
a halfyearsin thefieldofcommercial
law. At present,sheis theonlyfull-
time Chinesefemalelecturerin the
Faculty.

Naturally,onewouldbecuriousto
knowaboutherchoiceof theteachAng
profession.MissYungexplainedto us
with readinessthat shehad‘always
hopedto becomeateacherasshelikes
sharingthoughtswithothersandhas
greatinterestIn theacademicsideof
law.It washerplanthatafteracquir.
ing somepracticalexperienceshe
wouldstartteachingasshewouldbe
better equippedby then. Hence,
hereshecame.

Shecommentedwithhumourthat
in thepastshecouldjustpreparethe
firsttwotutorialquestionsandvolun.
teer to answerthem. Afterwards,
shehadto pretendto beknowledge-
able,noddingnowandthen,inorder
to getthroughtherestof theclass.
But as a tutor,the amountof pree
paratipniscomparativelygreaterand
deeperresearchis neededbeforeone
can give properguidanceto her
students.

En her observation,the present
studentsarestillexamination-oriented.
Nevertheless,we havebecomemore
out-spoken,responsive,communica.
the and have more stimulating
thoughtsthanthosein thepast.She
admittedthatshewasin anadvanta.
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geouspositionasa Qiineselecturer
becauseshecancommunicatewithher
studentseasily,thoughthe students
may be tempted.to conductthe
tutorialinChinese.

Sharingherworkingexperience,she
told us that thecommercialpractice
with the exceptionof conveyancing
is dominatedby malepractitioners.
A femalepractitionerhastoworkvery
hard to proveher competenceand
maybeat timespushedto thevege
of losingone’s‘femthinity”andbe-
comingover defensive.Sherealised
thatit hasalwaysbeena problemfor
a femaleprofessionalto balancebe-
tweenhercareerandfamily.However,
it isrewardinginthatshehasdoneher’
bestandhassuccessfullylearntto or-
ganiseher timeandplacepriorities.
Canyouguesswhatareherpriorities?

Herideaofa goodlawyer,maleor
female,possessesqualitieslikecompetence,
competence,goodlegalsense,abilitytocater
for theclIent’sneeds,conscientious-
ness,firmnessin one’sworkandlast
butnotleast,theabilityto copewith
pressure.Thus, the friendlychat
ended.

Viw&7flOian
BerniceWi”g
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In viewof herapidexpansionof the
Facultyof Lawandtheadmissionof
some120newstudenis,the Onentat-ion
Onentat-ionprogrammesweredesignedto
incorporaie(he freshmeninto the
newcommunityandtopromoteunity
wiiliintheFaculty.

Orientation
Cam.p

TheOrientationCamphasalways
beena favouriteto moststudents.
Thisyear,saveforsomeintervention
fromtheforcesof nature(unceasing
rain ensuingfrom a typhoon),the
campwent aheadquite smoothly.
A numberof “goldenoldies”likethe
introductorygames,barbecueand
casedramawereretained.Inaddition,
thanksto thethoughtfulnessof the
organizingcommittee,somenovel
programmeswereintroduced.Among
them,the“treasuretrail”andj jf
wereparticularlywellreceived.Onthe
whole,the campwasquitea good
startfortheOrientation.

Asto theOrientationFortnight,it
commencedwiththefunction“Here
WeAre”,a modificationof themass
orIentation.The freshmenwere
allowedto introducethemselvesmdi-
viduallyand floor questioningwas
broughtinagain.Theatmospherewas
generallyharmonious.However,many
studentscomplainedthat it lasted
toolong.

A varietyof other programmes
wereorganizedduringthe Fortnight
to attractparticipationfrom both
currentstudentsandfreshmenalike.
Theyincludeda videoshowof “The
PaperChase”,a soccermatch,a
basketballtournament,an academic
orientation,GamesDayandindividual
visits.Therewerealsotwoevaluation
sessionsduringtheFortnightfor the
freshmento voicetheiropinionsand
commentson the progressof the
Orientationprogrammeswhichproved
tobequiteconstructiveandfruitful.

Here

Day

Thehightight of thewholeOrlen.
tation is of coursethe Freshmen
Nite,heldatthecloseof theFortnight
in LokeYewHail.Theprogrammesfor the night were mainly
“adaptations”of televisionpro.
grammes.Varietywascertainlynot
lackingasthereweremanyItemslike
singing,dancing,farcicaldramaand
evenaerohicise,to mentionbut a
few. The FreshmenNile reacheda
climaxwhencurrentstudentsand
freshmenjoinedhandsand circled
roundin theliall—tendermomentto
becherishedbyall.
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ANNUAL BALL 7
For everythingthereis a time:

a timeto bebornanda fine todie;a
timeto mournanda timeto dance;a
time to holdtheAnnualBallandof
Course,a timetoevaluateit. Forthose
who haverepeatedlyreaddiscussion
on the AnnualBall, they will be
burdenedwith yet anotherpieceof
Writingonthissubject.

All in all threeaimshavebeen
suggestedfor the ball. Firstly, It
providesanopportunityofinteraction
betweenstudentsand legalpractitioners.
practitioners.Secondly,it Is a newsocial
experiencefor thosewho havenot
attendedsimilar formal occasions.
Thirdly, it is a major fund-raising
programme.

Despitethefactthattheballdoes
havesomevalue,the fIrst two aims
can hardlyjustifyorganisingsucha
big function.Indeedcommunication
betweenstudentsandpractitionersat
the ball is rare.Achievementof the
so-called“interfiow”objectiveremains
minimal,ifnot fictional.Thereforethe
worthinessof’theballdependslargely
onitseffectivenessInraisingfunds.

Well then,that is anotherstory.
Althoughonemaysaythe ballIs a
risky business,experiencetells us
that it should,at any rate,giveus
quitea substantialamountof income.
If the ball is afterall an effective
meansof raisingfunds,It wouldbe
worthwhileholdingit.

Of courseonemustnotignorethe
rate of attendanceat the ball.The
“notorious”AnnualBall has been
describedas a “painin the neck”.
But thisyearIt sawan encouraging
increaseinstudentattendance(though
regrettablynot thesamewithpractitioners).
practitioners).Whenbeinginvitedto the
ball, studentsused to turn their
headsanddismissit astooformaland
boring.It is suggestedthat thisis a
generalmisconception.Formostwho
actually attendedthe ball, their
commentwasnot so badafterall.
Maybeit is timefor the.studentsto
changetheirviewson theballwhich
may,to theirsurprise,bequiteenjoy-
able.Supportfromfellow-studentsis
so vitalto thosewhohavelaboured
all summerin thepreparationof the
ball. Without their support, the

organizerswillonlybefightingahope-
lessbattle.Hopefullythosemanyfamiliar
familiarfacesthathavesooftenappeared
at theLawLibrarymayonedayturn
up at an AnnualBall.Afterall, far
everythingthereIs a time,andwhy
notforanAnnualBall?

AlfredChan(II)

A. G.M.

The AnnualGeneralMeetingwas
held on 23rd October,1984. The
meeting,chairedbytheMrErikShuni,
spanneda total of ninehoursfrom
6 p.m.to 3 am. Apartfromtheadop.
tionof theyearlyreportof theLA.
Exco,theagendaIncludeda proposed
amendmentof theLA. Constitution
In respectof thedutiesof theExternal
Secretary.

A proposalin regardto theconstitutlon
constitutlonwasmadeto theeffectthatin
addition to his duty to promote
better relationshipwith outside
bodies,the work of the External
SecretaryshallIncludeassistingthe
ExternalVice-ChairmanIn promoting
socialawarenessin the Facultyof
Law.Thisamendmentwassuggested
In viewof therapidlychangingcon-
ditionsof our communitybrought
aboutby the I 997 issueandthecor•
re.spondingneedfor law studentsto
be moreawareof currentevents.A
moUonto soamendtheconstitution
wasdulypassedat theA.G.M.

As to the yearly reportof the
LA. Exco,it hs oftenbeensaidthat
the A.G.M.Is an occasionfor ‘open
confrontation’betweenthe current
excomembersandthoseL.A. membeN
membeNwhohavesomepersonalgrudges
ag’instthem.As a result,prolonged
questioningandharshcommentsare
riot Infrequent.TheA.G.M.,whichIs
meantto providean opportunityfor
reviewingand evaluatingthe per.
formanceof the retiringexcoso as
to giveconstructivesuggestionand
proper guidance. to future excos.

becomesa meetingfor channelling
spiteandiliwill.

However,the abovemaynot be
an accurateportrayalof the A.G.M.
in that therearealwaysenthusiastic
membersconcernedabouttherunning
of L.A. makingconcreteandcons-
tructivesuggestions�at-the meeting.
Thereforeit maybefairerto saythat
the tenseatmospherebroughtabout
by harshquestioningmerely, but
inevitably,overshadowsthe concern
shownbysuchmembers.

But thisyearwe sawa different
pictureof the A.G.M.Therewasno
more prolongedinterrogation,no
morepersonalremarksmadein the
disguiseof comments.Themembers
at the meetingraisedreasonableand
constructivequestions.Onthewhole,
the atmospherewas candid and
sincere.

Thiswascertainlygoodnewsfor
excomembers.After an exhausting
yearof work,no onewouldlike to
face a barrageof harshquestions
directedat oneself.In addition,the
primaryobjectivesof the A.G.M.
beingto evaluatetheworkoftheout-
goingexcoand to giveguidanceto
the incomingone, were better
achievedinagentleatmosphere.

Neverthelesssomehavequestioned
the reasons.forsucha changein the
atmosphereof the A.G.M. Some
suggestthatit isduetoabasicchange
in attitudeof L.A.membersinexam-
Iningtheworkof anexco.Theyhave
beenlessdemanding,morereasonable
and moresympathetictowardsthe
elevenexcomemberswhohavebeen
pesteredwith work andworriesfor
one whole year. Some attribute
thechangeto a declinein seniority.
Still sonic othersthink that the
determiningfactorIsthegeneralindifference
indifferenceof L.A.memberstowardsthe
functioningof L.A. Whateverthe
reason,It is hopedthat the A.G.M.
will beof helpto thenewexco.Best
wishesto L.A.andtheexcoInabrand
newyear.
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SOME ASPECTS OF AMERICAN LEGAL EDUCATION

As SEEN B A HONG KONG LAWVER,PARTII

Reputation-wise,Americanlaw schoolscan
generallybeput inta twocategories(I) national
or (2) localschoela.Nationallawschooli,like
Harvard,Yale,ColumbiaandStonferdrespectively
commanda nationalreputation.Theirgraduates
ebtatnjohnacrossthecounty.Statisticallyspeak-
leg,theyteedLagravitatetowardsthemareprestigtosse
prestigtosseandcorrmpuadinglybetter-paidjobowith
emplayerslikethefederalgovernrssont,WallStreet
typeef largelawhostsandtheFurnaceSOt)corporations.
corporations.localscbnoludoeathsveanationalimage
aedtheygeuduosea,bysadlsrge,jutesmallerlaw
firmsor corporationsin the samecity or Slate
whereebelawschoolIslodated.ThemIs,ofcourse,
anotherclassification:dividinglaw schoolsinto
private,slateandproprietarylawschoolsuccording
to theireconomicfoundation.Montprestigious
nationalschoolsarepartof thepeivaleuniversities
suchasHueverdandYale.Buttherearenotional
schoolswhichareaffiliatedto Slateuniversities,
the mml notableersamplrsmostbe Michigan;
BeakHull,BorkerleyandUCLA.Propeitlaeylaw
schoolsarenoemallp001offillatedtoanyuniversity,
for mample,JohnMarshallSchoolof Lowin
Chicago.Theyarethe lamwell-endowedof the
threegroupe.

p

ForeignstudentswhohoveobtainedanLI.. B
In theirownjurisdictionscanOppIytodoanLI..M.
InU.S.lawschools.Ascomparedtothenumberof
lswschoolswhichproduceJ.Os.,lowschoolsoffering
offeringLI.. M. coursesarerelutivelyfew.Thereare
specialistLL. M. (Tanutiotu)of NewYorkUsiveesky.
Usiveesky.TherearegeneralistLI.. M. courses.Some
universities,like NewYorkUniversity,runport-
lime,eveningLI.. 14.coursesaswellasfall-rime,
day, LI.. M, coarsen.Indeed,for mostLI.. M.
coursesucrmstht country,theLI.. 14.candIdates
oreonlytakingcoursesofferedto 2. 0. stodenln
aswell,saveforeaamplo,specialcoursesonlegal
education,cateringspecificallyfor thosewhosee
drawnto theLI.. M.coursewithaviewtogoInto
lawteaching.Thatperhapscaptainswhyin many
LL. M. courses(authasHarvard),foreignstudents
out-comberlocalstudents.In certainStates,like
NewYorkSlam,onEL.M. degreefromanaccredited
accreditedlawschoalentitlestheholder,whodoesnot
haveaU.S.J.0.degree,toalttheStateBarexamination,
examination,SomeStatesstillimposeresIdentialrequirementrequirementonacandidatetitlingforaSlateBarexamination.
examination.ThoreIs,however,nocitizeethiprequirementfurqoalityingtohea U.S.attorney.Stashocitizenthap
citizenthaprequirementhasbeendeclareduncoasntitutiosrul
by theU.S.SupremeCourt.It isalsonoteworthythatamongsw professors,thepossemtonof an
EL.M.ora SJ.D.istheexceptionratherthanthe
rate:a .13).suffices;hotthetreedistowardslaw
teacherspossessingpoti-geadoatequslifieaslnnn.

The Americanmedsodof legalinstruction—
the “Socratic”methodandthecaseapproach,Is
proveehial.It Is differentfromthelecturingstyle
adoptedintheBritishlawschoolswherethestudent
audienceassumea ratherpaesive-ltsteeiegrote.The
“Socratic”approachdemandsa studmt’apoeticipslion
poeticipslionincloutandeapeclahimtorespondtothelaw
peofemor’sprobingandquestioninghima certain
legalpeohlem.Personallyspeaking,I find the
Bsltiahinturialsystemcanbejuatashmtaland

snxiety-provokingan the “Socrutic”method.
Agale,frommy ownobservationwhenattersdmg
U.S.lawschools,the“Socratic”methodislikea
tutorialconductedwitha groupof SO!Ia fact,it
seemsthat, becauseof the “Socratic”method,
ranningalawschoolbecomesquiteeconomicalat,
forexample,cempurodtoamedicalschool.Allone
needsissoauditoriumaccommodotinga hundred
studentsandhiringa luwyerto givelawlectures.
Thatisonlyhalftrath.In theU.S.,forulawschool
to gainnzcreditionby theAmericanBarAnsncutine,
Ansncutine,It hastomcclcertainnsinirnumrequirements
onfull.time-profeuor-tludeetrosin,libraryvolumes,
minimumaalaeyforprofersrsrsate.Grudautesfrom
eon-accreditedlawschoolscannot(exceptin nfew
StutealikeCnlifornta)taketheBarexaminationto
qualityon attoraeysafter grodoution.To that
entent,erorly all U.S. lawyerehavebeenlaw
studentsfor 3 yearsin anaccreditedlowschool.
But,thotinnotusuallythecasein Eng)undand
Wales.

It hasberneetrdthota U.S.lowschoelprides
itselfin 4 thiegs,in thefollowingorder;a utrong
fteulty,a welt-stockedlibrary,at leastonehighlymgueded
highlymguededlawreviewandanesteemedmoot-court
Bench.The realistswouldadd; powerfuland
richalumnae.To thecynics,It bellsdownto one
worthmoney!

I hovealso noticedtwo othersignificant
differencesbeiweruU.S.andBritishlawschools.
First,Britithacademiciansdonotgointopractice
andbarkto teaching,andthepractitionersdonot
lakeupteachingandgobacktopracticeinthesame
wayastheirAmericancounterparts.Nota single
Britishluw professor,for example,has been
appntntedto theBends,whereaseppoinonensuof
emineetlawschoolprofessorsto theBencher to
influentiallegalpostsare frequenttn the U.S.
Hence,the Britishpractitionersdonotholdtheir
ocudemirinnvto thekindof highesteemenjoyed
bytheAmericans.Secondly,treatisesandworkuof
scholarshipwrittenby academiciansdo not get
citedanducceptedasauthoritybythelegalprofession
professionin thnsamewayaedto thesameextentin
Brituinasto theUnitedStates.A Britishtextbook
will notbeacceptedasanauthorityandcttedin
courtuolesetheauthorIs pee-eminentin thefield
and,almostwithoutexception,dnceased.

One sapertof US. legaleducettoawhich
impressesmeintheoxcelleettraininggiventolaw
studentswhopurticipatein theprodactinoof a
law school’slaw review.Althoughin a British
lawschool,lawstudentswritesomanyesuuysas
theirAmericancounterparts1yet theexposureto
andexperienceacquiredin wetsiegfoeandediting

scholadypublicationIa exmedinglyawfulend
dlnstnctiyAmerican.ThatIawhyemployeesteedto
havea biasIn fuvourof formerlawrevieweditom
in shalerecraitmesnt.Anextenolonofthelawmvisw
trainingin thetslelegup of e oneto twoyeee
clerkolsipwIth a seniorfederaljudgasftarlaw
school.Thatin the “bollarplate”qualificettenor
to grodaatewith a silverspoon,particularlyfor
thetawhoaspireto lawteachingandlargefires
practice.

WhatcuewelearafromtheU.S.legaleducation
in thesensethatwecapborrowthetegoodsideau
andavoidtheIrpitfalls?Irsfact,CanadianandAustralian
Australianlawschoolsdo,in manyrespects,resemble
the U.S. thantheBritish.It haobeensuggested
thateveHongKonglegaleducationmayhaveto
undergocertainchangesin theforeseeablefrature.
If thusisthecase,It wouldbeinstraclisefnrusto
explorethe Americansystemfor inspiration.
Indeed,asremarkedbyanAustralianlawteacherto
me, in the 195thand 1960s,an Aostrulinnlaw
graduatehadno hesitationat all in choosingen
furtherhis law stodieain Lostdnnor Oxfordor
Cumhridge.Now,in the 19B0’s,Harvordor Yale
orMichiganIsjustaspopular.Wouldthothappanto
HongKongtoo?

eFeaie Leung

a amindebtedsaP,nfessueArshaeVanMeheesa!the
HarvardLawllrtruotwhoietsedaaedmetetheu.s.sept
evesew.Hnwevee,thealex.mpeeuedin thisacetatesea
enttieltrwins.
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ROMJL7’ZCE

Romanceissomethingyouseeverylittleof whenyouspecialisein family
law.The“romantic”youngcoupletendto endup,tenyearsafter,squabbling
overwhoshouldhavethehome,thekidsandthefamilycar.Ofcourseonehas
to recognisethatromanceexistsbutarguablyit ismerelysymptomaticof a
physicalcondition,forexample,adolescence,mid-lifecrisis(didyougoto see
thefilm“10”?)etc.WhileI thinktheworddefIesdefinitionI supposeIt ismost
commonlyusedin thecontextof sexuallove.Buttherearemanyotherpossibi.
lities—the“romanceof travel”forexample.Nowthatisprobablyagreatdeal
morereliableandwon’tlandyouinthedivorcecourt.

MRS.E.PHILLIPS

ROMANCE—a kindof antecoitaleuphoria;a fantasy—involvingawilling
suspensionof belief—not the realworld;a benevolentneurosis,leavingits
victimshappierandwiser.

Romance:thatchemistryofsensualexplosionwhenyoufirstseeHERand
knowimmediately,instinctivelythatyoucouldspendeveryminuteof therest
ofyourlivestogether.

MR.DALLY

DR.WESLEY-SMITH

ROMANCE—a conspiracybysocietytoachievethesubjectionofwomen.
Theromantictraditionrequiresthata womanbebeautiful,submissive,faithful,
helpless,trusting,unquestioningandadoring,andthereforeincapableofsurviv•
ingIndependentlyinthemainsteamofhumanactivity.hiherstruggletoachieve
thisideal,shemustneglectthepursuitofherownambitionsanddreamsand
devoteherlifetotheserviceofherheroprince.

“A sillydelusionwhichoftenleadstotheevensillierinstitutionofmarriage.”

MRPJ. SHEEHAN

“Romanceisdelightfulaslongasyoudon’tconfuseIt withreallife.Rememher
Rememherthatformostwomenromancebeginswhenyousinkintohisarms—but
endwithyourarmsinhissink!”

rB

MRS.MARTIN

.:. ::.. : •—: -
Yoüthsbluader.ThatIs whatsFps them.Theyarevigorousimpetuous’

unbridled,theVCSC otarttui... andhencetheirerrors.AnaIIi1t.rñayerr

no less,but the differenceis an adultregretshisfault;a youth,viUonly

pronouncewithpride:“I amresponsibleforit.” (Theonly.case.I cantiiñk of

wherethislineISinappropriateiswhenhisgrilfrieñdtellshimshèisgr)gnant.)
It isa bit pretentious,yetit showshischaracterespeciallyhisin4iId1istic

‘outlook.Thataccountsforhisyearningto.beunique,ors’iceversa.Anyway,

someof themwouldsleepwithcobrasfordaysjusltogettheirnamesprintedin

theGuirinessBocikofRecord.Youmightcalleccentric(Didn’tJohnStuart

MIII approveof entiiôit’1hddlged in for‘itsawnsake?).1 admiretheir

courage(or audacityif it plesesyou).Cqirageoftenbreedsdisasterslargelf

becauseit enabl’onetocdtlséh1mrne4iatestflors attheriskof Chesáck

orthebadbook.YOUthSarëpronetotheni,Therecan-benoquestionofcourage

‘ithoUt theprsenceof intensefeeling:ii”ç, hatred,admiration,contempt...

Theseareprfusein theyouth.Theymoanat theiridols’death,andtheyalso

cursethecoriUptfor theirevils.The’-mayfromtimeto timehavechosenthe

wrongobject B4 didn’tqipstof themarriedmakethesamemistake?Toerr

isbut
hurnan.k

‘.

MS.C.PEDLEY

.
::• theyouthistheirfaIthin turnp..gthose intorealfty:.SomeOfthemare

extremelyliigh.browanddeinandenormÔu1of themselves.Sonicothersare

thecastles4n-thjr‘pe of idealists.(Thedifferenceis theformerdream:01
. ...4. g•,

sav1ng-themse1ves,andthelattertheworld,)Unlikethetypiai day-dreamrs,

they,o strivefor theirgoais.Theirtoi1I amafraid,onlyfuelstheirburning
desiresandobscuresthelOnoddsagainstthem.ConfidenceIsillusorywhenone

realizesthejokesfateplaysonmen.A youth,by deflniton,s tooyoungto

takenotkeQIthem. .‘ . 4

I realizedmyviewisaberredwhenI thoughtof thosenumerouswhobear
-.
:7:° resemblancetotheyouthI depict.I metboys/girlswhoseoutlookandbehavjour

behavjourarenotcommensuratewiththeiragesandeducation,andtheyarecontent

withit. I sawno labour,no arrogancebutsheerindulgencein mediocrity,- :-_. I -

in materialcomfort,inIgnorance...I carrieacrosspeople.whowantto excelin

nothingbutfashionsense, ortheircharmtowards’theoppositesex,peoplewho

are,moi•econcernedwith theevening’sTV programmethanthe 1.thiopian

‘famine1At theotherpolar,therearethosewhoporetheiryouthintbthegutter

‘•ithou avertingtheir’eyesTheyallowtheirvigortobestifledandimagination

smotheredby theirwork,andtheirexperiencelimitedbythenarrowconfLnes

91theirdiscipliiw.Theysuppxess,or allowtobesuppressed,theiremotionsand

hencedesIresAndtheyhidetheirnumbnessbehindanafrofimperturbability.

Theyhavecheatedus buteventually5theyvl1 knowtheyhavealsocheated

themselves.Lastly,.the‘prarnatists—thereasonablemenwhoadaptthemselves

totheworldtheylivein.I willsayncmOreof,t1ern.Theyareallaroundus.

I feel1havebeöii.“nistaken’4about-‘outh thesamewaya naturallawyer

aboutthelaw.
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‘YOUTH ERRED vqEw

.

Youthisarrogances:ThCsentenceissuggestiveof, at onedimension,those

ladieswhohaveahabt,tof pickingholes’nother’EgishacceritortheLiterature

Literaturestudentswhqconstantlycari’ythewotk�‘ofJnes,Joyçe.prJosephConrad
I
‘�L’ ‘‘‘,. r - . t.. -‘ ,‘

(or rond thecampusS aaIg of’thcj.stRftis.At another
4, - , --
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dimension,’whichI whai sharedby

youngpeople’that
thar

muchIn affthat

affthattheyare faj”#Most q?us,e.pt Uiecyiic have‘ I k_ .‘.‘. . •%iI‘4,
‘b% .‘ .‘.

committdtheexcusable.mistakeL4f$reiningitoomuchBuçwhatdis. -. : �- ‘‘.‘. r :
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POLITICAL PARTY

CarlJ.Friedrich:“Partiesare,it isnowgenerallyagreed,Endispenmble
feahueofdemocrucy‘

TherecentpoliticaldevelopmentinHongKongprovidesmuchstimulationwhen

onereallythinksaboutHongKong’sfuturepoliticalsystem.WithboththeI997

Issueandtheinternalpoliticaldevelopmentinmind,a democraticgovernment,
asmanypeoplebelieve,seemsto bethemostfavourabledirectionforHong

Kongtoheadfor Inmostdemocraticcountries,notablytheUnitedStatesand

England,politicalpartiesseemto beanindispensableandnecessarYcreature.

Hence,theaimof thisarticleisto examinethedesirabilityof havingpolitical

partiesinHongKong.

Whatisa“politicalparty”?

.4••.r�.-.
‘:-

- V

Justlikemanyothertermsandphrasesof politicalscience,it isextremely
difficult,if not impossibleor foolish,to definea politicalparty.Yet, a few
examplesmaywellservethepurposeof explainingtheterm.EdmundBurke
thoughtofa partyasagroupofmenwhohadagreeduponaprinciplebywhich
thenationalinterestmightbeserved.LeonD. Epstein,ontheotherhand,
explaineda partyas“anygroup,howeverlooselyorganized,seekingto elect
governmentaloffice-holdersundera givenlabel”.ProfessorSamuel3.Eldersveld
consideredthetermfroma behaviouralviewpointanddescribeda partyasa
socialgroupengagingin patternedacdvities.withinthesocialmatrix.In a
nutshell,it issubmiltedthatapoliticalpartyshould,atleast,possessthefollow-
Ingcharacteristics:(I)

characteristics:(I)astableorganization
(2) aimsatsecuringormaintainingforitsleadersthecontrolofthegovern.

mentortheruleoverapoliticalcommunity
(3) aimsatproviding,toitsmembers,ideologicalandmaterialsatisfactions,

benefitsandadvantages
(4) acommonlyheldpoliticaltdeology,howevervagueit maybe.

8

; A DESIRABLE CREATURE ?

PoliticalParties:Pros& Cons

A coinhastwosides.A politicalpartyalsohastwosides:onereflectingIts

merits,theothermanifestingitsdrawbacks.

The presenceof a politicalpartyin a communityhelpspeopleIdentify
andarticulatetheirinterests.It providesaforumfordisciissIon,aplatformupon
whichpositionson issuescanbe formedandleadersto expresstheirviews.
Besides,a partyoftenhelpaggregatedifferentor evenconflictingdemands
fromthepeople.Thesedemandsmaybemadedirectlyontheparty,or through
thepartytothegovernment.Asaresult,acompromisedandconsistentposition
commensuratewiththeacceptedvaluesystemof itsmemberscanbereached.
Th.isresulthelpsthecommunityestablishandmaintainits internalstability,
theverythingthatmanylocalpeoplevotefor.

A politicalparty,ontheotherhand,offersa nurturingcradlefor thefresh

politicaltalents.Startingtheirpoliticallifeina party,thefreshpoliticaltalents
canhavea chancetolearntheskillrequiredinthegameandpreparethemselves
for thefuture.Thisseemsto beofparticularImportancetoHongKongbecause
thefuturegovernanceofHongKongdemandssuchexperiencedtalents.

The presenceof politicalpartiesoffersanotherattraction,that Is, the

efficiencyresultingfromcompetition.Whenevertherearetwoormorepolitical
parties,therewillhecompetitionfor thecontrolof thegovernment.Theparty
whosepolicyprovedto be successfulwill remainat thehelmwhereasthe

contrarywillpointtoitsdownfall.Asa consequence,thepolicyofthegovern-
mentcanbepolishedandtherunningofthecommunitywillbemoreefficient.

Althoughthe advantagesof havingpoliticalpartiesareirresistablyclear,
manypeoplestillprefernottohavethemestablishedinHongKong.Theirarguments
argumentsaretwofold.First,theyareof theconvictionthatpoliticalpartieswill
upsettheexistingstabilityandprosperity.Theyareafraidthatradicalelements
willbeinjectedintothegovernmentorthereWillbetheriseof thethesocalled
“free-lunchclique”.Asa result,theybelieve,thelocaleconomywit!beruined.
However,theirargumentsappearto beill-foundandunreal,thoughnottotally
illogical.

Theirsecondargumentis muchmoreforceful.Theyargue,sincea truly
democraticor representativepoliticalpartywilldetrimentallyaffecttheCorn-
munisinfluenceoverthelocalpeople,Chinawilleitherdisallowsucha party
or tryherbestto influenceoneof theparties,orperhapsextendherownpoll-
ticalpartyhere.Thisworry,I agree,isindeedarealone.In fact,thismayprove
tobeaninsurmountableproblemthatHongKongfailstohurdle.

PresentSituation
Westernpoliticalhistorytellsusthatpoliticalpartiesaresometimesoriginated
frominterestgroups.In HongKong,therearenowin existencemanysuch
groups.Is thereanylikelihoodthattheWesternexperiencewillrepeatitselfin
HongKong?To this,thechancewillbequitesltm,atleastwhenonelooksat
thepresentpoliticalsituation.It isbecausethereisneitheranemergingpressure
groupgainingterritory—widerecognitionnoranyexternalstimulantunitingthe
existingdivergentgroupings.

Conclusion
Onthewhole,theadvantagesofhavingpoliticalpartiesarecrystalclear.Yet,on
theroadto thisdestination,thereareatleasttwoinsurmountableobstacles,one
is theChinafactor,theotherIs thepresentsituationof thelocalgroupings.
Hadit notbeenforthesetworoadblocks,theprospectsof HongKonghaving
politicalpartiesisassuringlybright.

RimskyYuen

Whicky,asheIscalled,hasbeenintheLawSchoolforquitesometimebynow.
Nota brightstudentbywhateverstandardyoujudgehim,he didmanageto
securea placeforhimselfin theHongKongUniversity.Heisa verycommon
fellow,by all means.In fact,youcouldpasshimby everydayin theLaw
Librarywithoutnoticinghimatall.like moststudents,hehastospendquitea
considerableamountof timein hisstudies.Andlikemostof them,heisstill
searchingforanefficientstudymethod.

I suuposeeverystudentwouldfeela littlebituneasyat firstwhenheenters
theLawSchoolandWhickyIsnoexception,thoughhehasbeenadaptinghim-
8elfto suittheeverchangingenvironmentin theLawSchol.Havingbeena
sciencestudentin thehighschool,hewasnotat all accustomedto reading
thoseclumsyendveryoftenambiguouspassagesthatappearalltoofrequently
in thecaseshehadto read,not to mentionthosestrangeLatinphraseswith
whichhewasata completeloss.That,ofcourse,wasonlythebeginningofhis
trouble.Tounderstandtheunderlyingprinciplesin thosecaseswasdifficult
enoughforhim,buttopresenttheminalogicalandcoherentmannerinanswer-
luga problemorwritinganessaywassimplyoutofhisreach;especiallywhen
werememberthathisEnglishstandardwassopoor.

At first,heInsistedonhis“scientificapproach”instudyinglaw,whichhe
consideredwastheonlywayto fullymasterthesubject.PutIt in anutshell,
the “scientificapproach”is simplyto equatelegalreasoningwithscientific
reasoning.Baseaton a fewbasiclegalprinciples,youcanuselogicand/or
induct1onto deriveotherprinciplesandapplythemto thesituationathand.

THOUGHT
Thusall legalrulesarebuiltupfroma logicallycoherentframeworkbywhich
allproblemscanbesolved.Suchanapproach,heclaimed,enablesyoutofully
appreciatethe relationsbetweenthe variousrelevantprinciples,althoughItdemandsarigorousmentalprocess.

In fact,suchanapproachIsquiteeffectiveandsufficientat times.It allows
youto remembertheprinciplesmoreeasilyandveryoften,yousimplyhaveno
needto rememberthemat all. TheyflownaturallyfromoneanotherandacoherentbodyoflegalrulesIsgraduallybuiltupintoa fullmenta]picture.Butforall Itsworth,theapproachisnotinfallible.NosonnerdidWhfckybuildup histheorythanit beganto breakdown.Soonhe realizedthathismethodwasnot foolproof.LogicalreasoningIsbuta disguiseof policyjudge.ment.Themorehethughtaboutit themorehewasconvthcedthatIt wasIndeed
so.Alas,whatwashetodo?Tobefair,thetraininghereceivedinhissecondaryschoolwasseriouslydefectiveinregardtoanyquestionofpolicyconsideration.
It wasex&minatlon-.orientedall theway.At its best.youcanputIt thatthe
trainingaimedat promotingclearlogicalthinking.Butat Itswort It providedbut a messof Impracticalandpurelytheoreticalprincipleswhichweresodivorcedfromrealityastorenderthemuseless.SoWhickyknewhehadtolearn.notfromtextbooksorlawreports,butfromeverythIngaroundhim.Iii fact,WhickyIsnowexperimentingwithhisnewstudymethod,combiningrealityandlogicInhislegalreasoning,andperhapsInanewscienfflcmanner!
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LEARNING THE LAW : A SECOND



著另(以

為
人
師
表

今天很可借是星期三―要做的工作一
件接

一
件，
沒完沒了的。
4T不
容易才捱過四堂

Land

andT邵s、s
)
，
個中詳情，

不
必細表
總之死裹逃生，

問表上的
終站尚在遠距離

·

啼的時問，
讓我趕往一
間商科墜
校教英文，
非

常之
萬
火急
·
旁人
看見。
或許會認為太辛苦

吧；
其賓
·
露何嘗不
想立即掉頭回家，
擁被蒙

頭大睡，
明天醒來，
對一
切不
良後果「側側膊」

呢？
無
奈耳邊總有把聲音·舟
妳以為妳是誰？

走快步
！」

其實
·
我個人向來對星校和教育事業存有

偏兄〞
原因不明
·口織記得一
年一
度作
我的志願

時，「
我將來
要作育英才．L-、「
我要成為現代

南
T格爾」、
或「
我要做一
個賢妻良母」等作

叫場白，
唯有
我大嘩疾呼：「
我不要教書，
我

怕血，
我唔嫁
。
」汶松的老師少不免對我的歪

理和文章鋪排
有敵言，
但這與我礦關；
我依然

年年交同樣的
文章，
拿同樣破紀錄性的低分教

。不
過；
今時
今日，
常我考磁到今年驕假的旅

．伏時；
我欣然
地接受了這份工作。

我翁實是花了些時候去認識她們的，
過程

唯危仃石
公平
·
有一
個女孩子名叫「
銘心

我斑上的學生人數遠超任何人道標準

中自斕況啊不
做
4
·
有

過吧她二雖然，
，
但是
找來說

密斯

較仿然有呼吸。
但時

現在只
剩二十二分

，
如果侮問名字的背後都有一
段故事的話，

所紀念的耶節片段想必轟轟烈烈，
刻骨銘心

，
是以她的名字令我對她特別印眾深刻。不

這被不
彩羿我去瞭解班上的．'k玲和歡芬，

,
，台冬衣
大次波其中幾個油脂妹的作風

，台冬衣
大次波其中幾個油脂

哺磚‘刃，'．付
,，。�
,．
·―
。

；
找必須承認這群女孩子的可愛處·；對

，
巡純是一
個意外的惑覺，
囚為，
從一

鬨始，珍便清楚知道自己能為這份策職付出的

初神
1J時
Il'.l一
定有限；
故此，
驕什嚴，q（方告自

己不要太熱心，
免得她們在我身上役注

期望，
既然我只要求學生單時交功課，

我亦只打算做一
叨準時交功課的老師，

中的師生關係無耑親切，
n一要有效率。
過高的
听以，
我構想

馴出意外，
要迫究原因；
錯富在我一
人身

上；只件自己潑皮性格不
改；
下誤錡聲一
響，

立刻精神百倍，
雀躍之情溢於言表，心儿全失去

抆制。
上譏時又不
停攪局；
說真的，
誰耐煩教

那些如教學方程式般的英語句怯呢？

合、

方、。→盆勵魯
ell要d〝趁合露、
方勵i誠！e
亂汗
ou、右、！

難解過密碼。
而每
當學校發作文題口時，
我必

帶頭鼓燦．
仔因實在怕改文，·要她們蹣述客機

被騎
IJ）的經過。
全班立刻拍恰稱英雄，
為救人

命；任何犧牲
·
在所不
惜，
前仆俊獵
·
但求力

挽狂瀾
·
改
次卷等如看五十次「
野鵝敢死隊

」，
問你怎受得了？她

的錯誤；
令人啼笑皆非

認
g觀
ng認汗
eal',，二

是好。戶時
那份滿足感。

又建。長裂造各式奇怪

,

．畸妒
eue遲p付為e，。s

，
請各位教我如何下手

總而言之，
我亦不
過是另一
個要人管教的

大孩子；
她們都不
怕秒，不時問我一
些不合宜

的問題，
諸如：年齡、
婚姻狀況、
週末如何渡

過···三
·
這樣的好處是上課氣氛輕鬆候快。
然

而；
人是有弱點的；我們習慣對冷待我們的人

小心謹填
·
而而對善待我們的人。
卻不
免大意

放肆，是以她們的筆記經常遺失，
課室永遠熱

鬧如咖啡茶座；同一
時間之內，
至少有三段對

話同時在進行中，
我忍不住瞪她們「
沉默是金

」四字真言；
卻口（在答問時才坡奉為金科玉律

，
她們大概以為我不會發作吧―但在必要時，

我自會收緊組子，
目前，
栽會臟續堅持以對待

成年人的態度與他們相處的。

曾經有人問我·州一
邊讀彆，一
邊教書不

是太辛苦嗎？
」我個人的感覺
lJ好相反；三個

月的教咨生涯樂多於苦，
令我想起小時候，
與

鄰居的小孩一
起玩扮老師
扮壓
生遊戲的情境，

今天不
過
邑重溫富年一
場有趣的角色扮演吧了

，
唯一
有分別的地方，
就只是每月月底支票過

州

,+j口。口 ． 才，
·上么三 ’：。。。水h�，。，么（p "'”澎

學
生
會
是
甚
麼

訕

為

叩 ．、
'、

、、、

戴耀廷

訕他二一一―,j〞 籐孓攤丰叮



只為一種感覺⋯ 魯奇

丹尼，我是多麼熱切的渴望告訴你，我渴望成
為一個L。騙b闈ker

長。直到有一天，你在我面前犯罪―道德上
的、怯律上的。總之，你的行徑已超出了一個
好人的界限。我對自己說，你是一個歪人”

但是，從邢時起，我們卻成為了好友。
我什至開始愛上犯罪。

氏國語片！) ，或到Flfl 一而抽煙，一面談”
天說地，在考試時傳no總 ，在洗手間的總
壁上貿下自己的心聲‘，在 功nald加ck
界場搞笑，在班房內看「中華英雄」，引誘低
班的pr.f �ct。摘名然後嘲弄他們的憑忠和不
自醒··一

不是大奸大惡的那種，而是一個不守秩序
的劣甭，一個不甘．斗於循規蹈距的人。

這個信念在我唸了 C壯mir耐Law 之後
仍沒有絲毫搖動。噢，當然，你知道的，我曾
經是一個熱誠的交通安全隊，那類以服務他人
為生活目標的熱血少年·

一切都只是為了那種犯罪浚的感覺。它是一捶莫名的繭絕惑，一血重獲目由的喜悅。或
許，有時侯一個人往往會自覺地，刻意地去選
擇做出不當的，愚味的行為，目的就只是為了一種 guJ伊plel”劇re 。這種逃近自毀
的行徑，亦正如尼釆所說，是人類可愛的地方。
畢竟，人只是會用後肢站立的動物。

而你可能不知道的，丹尼
過那句童軍的格言：日行一善

是我也曾相信
所以我那真的

很不明白，
丹尼，
難道錦強他們也會日行一善？.
我什至在中三的時候還有那個衝動

：我渴望老師會派我在週末賣旗。 於是，我們一起在上Geog堂時呆呆的望
那時候，我確信自己是一個良善的人·一 看風韻猶存的州嚇s凸an ，在老師面前明目

個動爾，有愛心，有責任心的少年，等待著成 張股的走堂到新都看早場（那些六十年代的邵

後記：讀者們，如果你在看了這封信後，發覺
自己還不曾戀上過犯罪，答應我，下星期把所
有Iectures和tuto油Is 都走掉了。我想你
還來得及。

另一個地方 毛錫強

這個暑假裹
用了二十四天走遍埃反，在這個陌生，粗獷而
歷史悠久的非洲國家裹的每一個片段，每一
件事物，對我這個在鋼筋水泥森林長大，最遠
只去過澳門的人來說都是一個驚喜：混亂刺激
約開羅，氣人的辦事效率、尼羅河上揚帆，從
空中俯瞰沙漠，各神殿古宮、騎驢子穿山越嶺一看法老們的陵墓、紅海的漁村、海灘和珊瑚
礁、永不對勁的食物，令人，0酸的貧窮、五個
萍水相逢卻一見如故的香港人為我慶祝生日、
溫情洋溢的小旅館，趕不盡的蒼蠅、無處不在
的黑市，受困於紅海水雷危機，西奈半島的柴
山峻嶺和修道院、四十多五十度的氣溫⋯這一
切感受仍是那末新，每晚寫遊記的時間真花得
不冤。且信手拈出幾個片段吧。

的是在Gl'z。的三大金字塔”cheop：和
chePhre, u 比康樂大廈略矮，Myc:r 。u。
也有二百多呎高。這幾座山岳一般的建築，就
是四千七百年前的埃及人在車輪都未發明的技
術條件下以人力一塊一塊堆登成的（對埃及歷
史文化認識稍深，便不會相信「外星人建這金
字塔」這類理論）
不知道當年亞歷山大大帝、凱撒、拿破崙

等吒陀風雲的人物駐足於金字塔前的感受會不

撒哈拉

我

遺
網亡
凋

令

幣千
.J．一

會
弓．",

,

C，袱

會和我這個普通人一樣？其他的古跡

埃及人
是篤信回教使然吧？埃及婦女從不和外國

人打交道。對埃及人的印象都是男人給我的。
埃及人大都貧窮、熱誠、慇勤好客，會說一些
甦腳英語，肯幫忙遊客。（可惜每每越幫越忙
）老頭兒至稚童也會跟遊客打招呼，叫聲

Hello或寫細化ome
黃皮膚黑頭髮的外國人在埃及是很希罕的，

通常都引人注目·在窮鄉僻壤，中國人跟火星
人實在無大分別。但埃及人的熱情仍是不減。
有錢人請我乘順風車，喝汽水。（在埃及可是
奢侈品）連鄉童也送我鮮棗子。最令我印賞的
是他們的安貧樂道。說來難信：走遍埃及，從
未見過乞丐。埃及人是快樂的。

發思古之幽情。金字塔令我震攝，令我心懷崇
敬。建造方式精確、年代、煙積，加在一起就
構成這份只可意會，不可言宣的魅力。埃及有
句說話：r萬物懼怕時間，時間懼怕金字塔」
O

在埃及的最後一個黃昏，是在離
不遠的一個營地渡過的。金字塔在暮讓中屹立，眼底收盡了幾千年的興替，觀看了幾千年
的日出日落，見證了人類的文明。那是一個絕
美的畫面，但忽然有一股衝動令我放下攝影機，不作人工化的紀錄，而是努力去看，去捕捉’

哺育了世上最古老的文化的尼羅河流域只
是一條狹窄的綠幣。埃及其餘土地都是沙漠
撒哈拉。埃及之旅最難忘的日子是在徹哈拉過
的。雖然各地的沙澳應該都差不多，但知道自
己是踏足在這個傳奇性的地方，那種感覺可教．
人興奮，可能是渴望到沙漠已很久，所以乍到
撒哈拉，倒有一半兒親切，一半兄陌生。’即使
不覺得「我是屬於這地方的」，也領略到「這
是我應該來的地方」。
大自然畢竟是最偉大的藝術家，黃沙、礫

石、破曉，黃昏、野駝、蜴子、海市壓樓、沙，
暴（小規模的，謝謝天。）星河，就把一切由
人建造的比了下去。有一晚臥在沙上，望著燦
爛的星空，總著附近綠洲裹的遊牧民族底隨風
四散的曼唱“二耶一晚真美妙。
是幾時開始檢討此行的？敢是作別鬨羅飛

往約旦途中吧？這個落後貧窮的國家和香港很
少相近之處。這廿多天所過是壓根兒是另外一
種生活，讓我有機會學習在最劣的物質條件下
創造最好的生活環境；學習在最差的環境中發
掘最大的樂趣，學習去享受、珍惜、欣賞一切
我一向以為是理所當然甚或不屑一顯的事物一―涼風、清水、淋浴，對胃口的食物·乾淨
的洗手間，功能正常的水喉，看得懂的書報，
後來在英國那段日子，巳有天上人間的感覺，
回港後更不消說·當維多利亞港在飛機右舷盲：外出現時，那是我最想以香港為家的一刻。
跋

最後坍崩的人類建築
那一個感受。這次旅程中，印鴃最練刻的就是

尚留存的金字塔有三十多座，最具代表性 這個畫面”

我有時t 想：假如我當初不想清楚自己想見些甚慶．．做些甚應，就不作選擇地去了歌洲，我．不．有這應特別齡經展和覺傳現在的生活是耶末舒這呢？
我懷疑。



幾
個
片
段

一封信

初哥

上注、
落住
一
年前，
十一
個人級
lX上汪。
週年大會結

束時，
我們一
起唱

C絕
者仔
em

。
那

時，
心情十分興舊，因為終於可以嘗試將我們

的理想切貴執行，
但心理爪力也不
少，
承擔一

年
ffJ
.fi：麝並不是一
件易事。一
年浚的今天；
我

們落注了，
又一
班有幹勁的同學抱著一
腔熱減

走小來為我們服撈。
常積們再次唱著
C細

Anthem

來結束週年人會時；
可以惑到擔子

放
F的雅份輕鬆，
但很奇怪；
耶份捨不得的感

覺
f).）然很強烈。
捨不得蘿麼？
視自己也不
知道

，
但翁再仃一
關機會，
我可能抑點不
．It挪份謝

；
又和十個人上注去了。

律師、
法官、
律政司

作為主席；
有很多隨會和法律界人仕接觸

，
多數是代表學會接待或招呼請來的客人。
與

其說是招呼客人；不
如說人家「
招呼」你還拾

常；
話題總是由他們
幣起，
畢覓人家社交經驗

比自己來得豐富，
這
方面，
還是要多多學習。

如律政司和首席按察
司同樣地有風度，
健談而

風趣。
和這些知名人
仕接觸，
印象肢深要算拗

鐵樑按察司。
他不
但
只大力支持我們的法律知

識推廣活動；
和他交
談；
還可以惑覺他關心社

合；
香港前途．
有一
份正直不
荀的風範。

丰目
上應時，
我們十一
個人合映一
福相，
很多

時會拿出來看。
發覺一
輝來，
大家都變了。
域

的圓圓的面們然是圓的；肥雞的而貌也改變不

大；
但那時的椎嫩現在已消失不少：呂奇依然

十分呂奇；悄聖一
質有型瀟灑·，．甲由嘛⋯⋯胡．

同學的鬍子木來是疏疏落落的；給人一
種落寞

的惑覺，但現在
ulJ十分有型；
想來是有人經常

修剪之故吧。
界瓜的而木來也是圓的，
但現在

lllJ愈來愈尖，
看得心也酸了。「一
年工作會令

人成熟」的說決大概岐能在她身上看到。
可養

上大坏巾降下廿霖，
使悅了水的瓜面回復滋唱

，
人是消瘦了，
但風釆依然―
411妣那時己十分

嚴膚
·
大有大家妣風範，
而眉宇問耶份「
死」

死矣」的豪情已
隱隱若現，
和岐近新康的
41此

璣兒：
外而是天陰陰的，下．泠做雨，使人感到史

加落寞及孤寂。又一天過去了，血著一個懶惰
的身軀，不知怎的模東模西，沒有做到一件令
自己感到滿意的工作。但是功課的垂擔及所帶
來的壓力，使我囚懶洋才事的過了一天―(lJ惑到不
安。人真是一抓矛盾的動物：有煩雜及；l'（多的
工作時便感到颺迫，因iflj要伺機逃避，倫懶一
番，但當生活清閒時，又會覺得失卻然責及成
功的感受。
這又回想到常初我考盧應否進入港人修讀

法律的情境。在香港的社會環境裹，常一個律
師自然有其甚高的社會地位，因而使怯衢萬對雙
是不少莘莘學子所熱衷追求的學科，{l1我所嚮
往的是重投於一個有巫術氣氛，自自在在的環
境裹，沒有需要和那些受社會感染被深的人士
交往。沒有需要再因朝九晚五的黑板生漲而發
悶⋯⋯而鼓重要的是我可以找到真真iI.'. jL的朋
友，不是只談風月的同事，ifli是有共同．歡I.'jJ ,

沒有機心的同窗。
我常覺得能夠使自己惑到個體的存在價值

在於人和人的溝通及認同。常煩悶的時候能和
他們傾談大笑一番，使我煩寂全消。常仃人和
你討論一些較深入的問題時，這使人惑到交流
的可貴，使你更能認識到他們邢可愛、可1't 的
一面。當有人找你幫忙去解決些內心的問題，
這使你覺得兩人間友情的肯定，更為珍i't 。在
一咽壓校的環境裹，在一個較純真的氣氛下我
高興的能伐到機會去認識人們的性格及個性，
這使你對目己，對其他人都更有認識，再而繼
續確定了那友誼可珍可貴的地方。

較，
不難發覺仕絨
偉人舵
J'.．」的風範
·
實
IIlJ早

已埋戚心問．門，’是等待發
r.lt的嘰合
lfli己。
自己

lllJ沒
IJ多大轉變；
只是頗骨驕突，
大
tj’「
頭角

崢嶸」之勢．
木勸陳士席，
小心了。
看著這張

相
·不期然想起一
汗來人家一
起合作的時光；

熱烈的紂論；
寫人字報，
做穴傳，
邀請同學
參

加活動，
裝飾

XO
···■·一
起分享成功的樂

趣，
承麝失敗的扑折，一
誹不
算是太反；
但我

．己經多夕
l問
4f．朋友；
還奢求什麼。

無奈一
年的工作會令一
咽人悄緒波
f]J很大；
慶

幸（J’一
群
4[．朋友可以分變。
但有時看務參與活

動的人少同學態度冷談，
幹事們的心血付諸東

流，
邪份無奈的感覺便不期然淡出來。

．

迎新
籌備迎新是舛假期
l',1進一仃的，
由於大部份

人都做著
jg]

；
會議多在晚上舉行。
放工時候

大多是六時許，
然後立即趕往大學，
捧看飯盒

，一
邊吃；一
邊討論；
討論熱烈之際；
可謂口

沫橫賤。
會議結束浚，
踱步返回宿舍，
夜問薄

扶林道很寧靜，
吸石清新的空氣，一
日的疲勞

可謂一
掃而空
·
想到迎新時可能會發生的事悄

、
新鮮的而孔，
心情十分興爾，
希望今年的迎

新活動能做到盡善盡災；
給新同學一
個好開始

；
舊人多些衝擊⋯⋯回頭望去，
大家的心血總

算沒有自費。

甩斗飯
！。汰夕

迎
新營在迎新營的第一

個晚會，
上演了一
齣介紹

怯律學會訢動的話劇，一
幕幕山年初演至年尾

，
看著、
看若彷彿是時光倒流，怔一
個活動都

是大家的心血
·
侮一
個
N1I節都如在眼前．一
時

問千般滋味湧上心頭，
差點兄止不
住眼中的朕，

水
·
富肥雞大聲說·�「
初哥臨注」
·
真想晚一

聲
·舟
m
順意」。

新
鮮人之
夜

最能令我覺得法律學會是一
家人的時
Fl是

當大家《新人、
舊人）
在新鮮人之夜唱
C織

考仔
em

的時候，
新人手拖手。
圍往一
班他

人，
歌從嚮徹陸佑堂；
那三聲
。話�二
更是

雄壯。
曲終人敵後
·
仍有部份人韶在陸佑堂內

狂飲，
自己則和妹頭慢慢步下陸佑堂的梯級，

回頭看見會旗在陸佑堂前飄場，
彷彿靜靜的看

肴一
年復一
年新人變舊人，
慢慢的成長、
離開

；看看、
看看．
眼中又開始練矓，
彷彿又回到

了自己一
年級的時候，
轉眼問又踏入第三個年

頭了。
在
LA也混了兩年多⋯
胤；
正想得入．ll

，
妹頭拍看我的手背說·
A
還是走吧！」，
朴

是拖著沉重的步伐；找們離開了陸佑堂二

高談擱論一番之後，可能你也感到有點悶
吧，不知你現在一個人正在做什庭？很多時我
1中求能為你分擔憂盧，但奈於現實環境關係，
我只能在遠j辭之外提供輸精神的支持及鼓舞，
冀望一同能跨過重重的難關，完成我們的口標。
鴻雁的往來已成了我們日常生活的一部份。但
唯獨是依憑著這樣的溝通，我們才能緊密的迎
繫著了解，體會到大家所處境況。分離是無奈
的，但亦是現實的代價·共同奮鬥的力址持續
，在於我們有共同的目標，共同的理想及期求，
路途是遙遠一點，而且荊棘滿地，凹凸不小，
但畢竟我們是會邁步到違那道路的盡頭。
月淺燈深，外面是黑壓壓的一遍，只有筆

黃的街燈在默默的守候著街道·深夜很多時都
能使人易於去沉思反省自己的過往。夜，使人
覺得是一日工作活動股的終結，沒有形形役役
的忽忙，沒有其他事端的分擾，只有自己一個
人在感受著自己的存在氣息，享受著平淡的心
境，細嚼著從收音機所傳播的柔和樂章的時俟

’。
又是新聞簡報，我要在此摑筆了，因為明

天清早開始我又要經歷另一個繁忙的驢1必，重
歸到現實的波湯裹去。

我
八四年．I．二月



律

我
需
要
一
個
妳

紫帶玉
淵
求相
見

紫禁城如帶，
繞了一
個四方，
圈出森嚴氣

象。
長城亦如帝；
綿延關疊，
樹浩氣雄姿。
六

月天寒，
雨絲中的長城聳立於峭陡的山脊上，

想見當年千百匠人冒艱辛、
登危崖，
築這防戰

驕垣。
今日。
遺下了碎瓦殘礫。
踏足高處，
滿

眼是鬱綠仄濛，
神馳數干戰蒼桑歲月，
憶起途

中內地人民的笑語：「
不
到長城非好漢。
」原

來這長城已與中華民族四字連結，
載著數不
盡

的故事、
詩詞，
負著英雄豪傑的盛譽；今朝動

人的又豈是那幾堆碎石？
竹身其間又豈脂不
惑

喟？
然而，
我想要說的不是這些？

玉淵潭恬靜
·
兩總湖水依著一
岸揚柳，一

望有歟不
清的翠綠．
泛掉湖上，不期然把小舟

盪向柳榭垂處。
天是藍、
水是靜．
心裹想的卻

不是故宮的偉構珍戚�不是頤和園的秀麗，
不

是全聚總的烤鴨，
也不
是長城。
只想妳，
想妳

在我身旁。
想共妳笑語談大！
想順槳撥來，
灑

濕妳的秀髮，
想】
言不
發．
與妳靜聽這無邊大

地的呢哺。
那
趙發假意沉思
·
妳問了幾遍都不回答

，
側身臥在地上，
騙得妳俯耳過來
·
我吻了妳

頰旁，
兩個人笑作一
起。
又有一
次送妳回家，

一
條小清教發們把握著的手分開，一
個左、一

間右地走了一
回，
妳硬說不
算數，
要回頭牽手

一
道走過
·
我不住笑妳痴。

今朝千里相際。
求
見而不可得．

情到濃
時情轉
淨

劉進
圖

七月夏，
躲進羅湖兵房，
日夕對著一
群精

力充沛的學生．
上課、
遊戲、
我球、
化扯晚．

、
巒鄉嗎小學生服務，
滿山跑採番石細
―挺

有意思的生活．
然而
·
他們看視是先生、
不
是

朋友
·
教室的窗外有規根樹技．
技上停著一
雙

鳥兄，
我呆呆地望了好多分鐘，
想將詩情寄．

我讓冷水淋在頭
上，
想起了多病的母親。
想起

了摯愛的友朋。
為這群相處一
月的學
生
·
我交

付了自己，
去分擔
他們的
惶惑
·
月明星稀裹上

帝的慰語我也沒忘。
只是
·
有一
刻；
我仍想妳

。一
咽人不一
定就孤單，
應該兩個人的時候卻

不
是兩個人才孤單。

平凡就
是
人
生

經過熱鬧的學
生會迎新�不
當組長倒當起

經理人來
―
經手把一
幢
空屋理成一
個居所。

接著來的
是慄油、
洗地、
抹窗。
清理對房時
宰

了四
隻巨型蟑螂、
兩隻
蠣
縛一
隻「
炎蛇」。

到雜貨店
買的是瓦燙、
盛器、
五金鋪是門手柄

，
補礦粉，
木鋪是夾板、
摺門。
菜心四塊六、

白菜仔兩塊錢。
膠袋要仞起來載物、
晾衣服要

記得收回來，
還有電費、
水費、
電話費、
垃圾

費··
·。
環
首看街市裹擠來摘去的大
姑師奶、

拚命把菠菜往水裹浸來加重斤兩的小販、
呆坐

街角的大層看更，
生命對於他們是甚麼，
回
轉

來
看我上堂讀書、
吃飯
拉屎，
多了一
點甚磨？

民
主關社的
討論？
合約信托財產商業法論文？

有一
天沿著山道拾級而上，
忽然憶起一
個

跑步的問題：踏出了這
we
步，
還是要踏下一
步

．
下
步之後還有下一
步。
為甚庭還要踏這一

步？
我愕然駐足。

理想若經不
起平凡的考驗，
若不
能走進此

時此地就不
成其理想，
信仰亦然。

路
修遠
其
漫長
兮、
雖九
死
而猶
朱
梅

我像是滿
腹失意苦思的落拓主義者嗎？
是

在賣弄大學
生底浪漫嗎？
讓雅告訴你我在幹簽

麼。
星期天，
和迎新組員重聚去踏單車、
看戲

談學運談風月。
星期二，
和候選巫
生會幹事談

政網、
意義。
晚上和友人慢步薄扶林，
數說兒

時往事、
信仰人生，不
覺夜夜已盡。
星期三�

碰著一
個剛和男朋友闔翻了的朋友，
坐下來聽

她訴說錯綜複錐的故事。
另一
晚去拜候
位從

外蹬留星回來的學者，
請教關於宗教與政治的

問題和美國大選背後的
矛盾對立
·
除了晚說談

談，
我也身體力行當起一
份叫門
橄欖」的
雜誌

的編輯，
以業餘時間搞一
份公也雜誌。
下午若

不
用開會便躲在圖書館看司
馬義寫在信報月刊

的前途談判內籮褐秘，
晚上偶而回舍下拌一
個

雜菜沙律
·
偶而罷講座、
看比賽。
週末去了澳

門看格林彼治大賽，
星期日晚坐夜戲回來，
乘

興「
街再」至凌晨五時
·
小睡片刻便去
k

230

測驗。
此外
·
逢星期四我乘觔去長洲退條！
在

沙震娜石子、
靜坐、
閱讀、
寫作。
這些是較花

時問的
·
其他像飲茶、
奇栽
、
晞戲和返屋

企飲傷等我也幹。

冰
牆 若果充實其中一

個衢量標準是生活的多元

化，
我想狸比很多人
都要充實．
但這些對我都

不是般電要的。

飛
蛾
撲翼

曾理有一
段日子
·
我夢想過役身青少年工

作
·
幫助那些沒有親情，
沒有接納。
被教育制

度掏汰了的同儕（我忽識許多這樣的故事）
o

教會和社會工作者根本
碰不
到他們的衣袂。
我

想過紐線補習社
·
搞一
個有電子遊戲機的青年

中心，
食來
看看沒有錢．
唯有執起破筆捍，
寫

文章
希望將來辦一
份雜誌。
但是一
次又一
次

走過報
灘，
看見銷路日增的雜誌．
心裹很喪了

多趟：升
既不會繪連環口．
畫不
來「
中華英雄

」，
又不
會寫「
姊味」、「
明周」式文章，
能

夠幹甚麼？
今日還有多少人會看文字？
看的全

都是乖里
生、
知識份子，
寫來有哈用？
誰還來

和你談思想、
價值？
難道轉行去拍戲嗎？

有一
個夜晚，
我沿著大學徑行
·
看見一
隻

碩大無明的飛蛾，比手掌還大得多，
美麗的白

色翅膀授動著。
但牠看來是受了傷飛不
起來．

只舞動著雙翅。
拍動著〞
沿斜坡往下溜：翻了

兩轉又努力地拍動。
迷濛的燈光下那雙顫動的

白翅靂懾了我，
回首看燈柱，
去年秋天在築巢

的螞蟻又
在忙碌工
作了，
難道他們全忘了無情

的北風是怎樣的破壇一
切嗎？

又或者我應該明白
·
勇於生存木身就是可

歌可泣的
情義？

許或不該埋首單
看
己。
其他人又怎樣？

法律學院裹很
忙。
那當然！大家都在忙
·
我不

忙怎麼成？
大家都忙讀書，
忙
s
連。之
、
忙

「
鋤料」、
要不
然忙飲茶、
忙食飯、
忙娣戲、

忙笑閎、
忙打波、
忙搞野、
忙上
莊、
忙開會、

忙搏忙做、
忙吟忙跳··
這些全都對，
但還有

時間不
為甚麼地談一
點心事、
訴半點閒情嗎？

有誰還敢眺出自己的圈圈去侵犯別人領土？

基擊徒也不
例外，
也在忙聚會、
忙事奉：

我們受不
了，
栽們是說一
群忙了多年才醒覺過

來的手足；
我們幾涸人星期日晚圍起來，
專心

從事吃飯、
崇拜神、
講心事，
真誠帶來了傷痕

和眼捩．
可是這痛楚舉竟勝於麻木�

我們往外望，
看有沒有可融化的
冰聰。

髒鷓
然瑯祐
祕，’
賤
繡縱踐
韶壯
魯汪

化台祈的平凡，
然奈加上叩想的屆遠和人．

的荊肢灑成了一
個吟失望的激觸要教寥退伍．

身周有許多人
·
半夜出來淡一
宵的也有�
有許

多事
·
家細社群讀齋娛樂症不少．
我卸只纖到

孤單．
十月二十二日下午．
驕
口
氣看完「
中

華英雄」新太和修訂本
共五
多部。
花了我七

個多小時�
沒有吃飯。
那一
晚我在日記練這樣

寫著：「
又是一
圃不
能入夢的晚上。
沒有人瞭

解
·
也根太不
想觸動
lJ人的瞭解。
」

後東我漸
漸醒覺到。
真悄的空洞不
能用撇

情來代替．
勉強沒有幸輻�

是誰鼓舞找？
啟迪我？
績我告訴你魯迅的

故事．
魯迅早年赴日座
醫�太
想富國必先健民

，
後來領悟中國之積弱不
在國民砠質
·
乃在封

建宗法餉神的物鎖、
盲目自大的習性．
他決定

棄醫從文�
回國參加文化上的革新．
但當辛亥

革命後，
他看到「
民國」的招牌雖掛了起來�

舊社會的
剝創和軍閥割據卻只有更糟
·
他在北

京
當官．
每天卻只有躲在房裹研究古犢
·
生命

點一
滴地離他而去，
他悲悄但伐不
到出路。

然而，一
九一
八年．「
新青年」的編緝踐

玄同來昆魯迅
·
邀他復出。
魯迅說·
A
假如一

間鐵屋子
·
是絕無窗戶而萬難縮破的，
裹面許

多
熟睡的人不
久就要悶死．
然而從昏睡到死亡

並不會感到悲哀。
現在你大咦起來，
驚起了較

為清醒的幾個人，
使這不
幸的少歡者來受無可

挽救的
臨終的痛楚．
你倒以為對得起他們庭？

」錢玄同說
·�「
然而幾個人既然起來．
你不能

說決沒有催毀這鐵屋的希望。
」

魯迅對當時中國的處景雖然十分悲觀
·
組

他還不忍抹殺這希望的可能，
於是，
他發表了

「
狂人日記」，
接著是「
孔乙己」、「
阿。正

傳」·⋯（.
0

為著不
可志滅的斯民
·
魯迅灑下了江南淚

雨，
鼓舞了東清。

「
然而說到希望，
卻是不能抹殺的�
」為

著這世上還有一
點不
可忘懷的人和事
·
秋就得

活下去，
在孤單與沮喪中活下去。
無眠終不
有

侮。
我曾經祈求上帝把我裹面燃燒的激情打下

十八層地獄，
好讓我不
再痛苦
·
她沒有應允：

這痛苦卻成了我生命的策勵。

後
記

我必須承認．
我曾有企圈將這為文章送

給娜一
度和我擊誠相愛的人．
優管邢時我還不

大懂得愛。
然而得弄清楚
點
·
這篇文章的標

題裹的「
妳」字是沒有特定的含意的。


